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Sound Advice… 
An Aid for Advisers

This list is offered help anyone giving advice about hedges, or developing training courses for advisers, test and develop their skills.  How good is your hedgerow knowledge?


Hedge law, policy and grant aid 
1. If you are working in England or Wales, are you familiar with the Hedgerow Regulations?  How do they define a hedgerow?  What makes a hedgerow ‘important’ under these Regulations? What about new gateways?

2. What are the cross compliance requirements that affect hedgerows?  For removal, disturbance, cutting, bank or ditch maintenance, fertilizer or herbicide use?  Between which dates is hedge cutting permitted?

3. For roadside hedges, do you know what the legal responsibilities of the landowner and the Highways Authority are?

4. Are you aware of the agri-environment schemes, (England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland) or other sources of grant aid in your area through which land managers can receive financial support for hedgerow management?  What activities (eg cutting, laying, coppicing, planting or bank restoration) are supported?  Do you know what local priorities for funding are?

5. Which hedgerows fall within the scope of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan for hedgerows? When is a hedgerow classed as species-rich under the UK BAP?  Does this differ from the definition under the Hedgerow Regulations?  Where would you go for further information on this?
Hedge evaluation

6. How would you assess the historical importance of a hedge?  Where would you go for information?  What is the relevance of the Enclosure Acts?

7. Do you know how to assess the likely wildlife and landscape importance of a hedge, both on its own and as part of a network? 

8. Can you identify the main shrub and tree species in local hedges, at least in the summer and preferably in winter too?

9. When is the ground flora of the hedgerow base or margin of particular interest?  Can you pick out species which indicate that a hedgerow is ancient, or whether it is suffering from excessive nutrient input?

10. Can you tell whether a hedge is in favourable condition for wildlife?  How tall and how wide should it be?  How few gaps, both along its length and beneath the canopy?  How wide a strip of uncultivated ground there should be next to the hedgerow, and how wide a strip of perennial vegetation?  Does the presence of non-native woody or other plants matter?  Or of nettles, docks or cleavers? 

11. Why are hedgerow trees of particular importance for wildlife?  What veteran features should you look out for? 

12. Are you familiar with the locally distinctive features of hedges in your area?  What’s the characteristic species composition?  Are there any special species you should look out for? Are you familiar with the local style of hedge laying?  Do you know local terms?  Or where to go for advice on this?

Hedge management
13. What are the practices of laying, coppicing, gapping-up and casting-up?  Do you know what good local practice is for these and new planting and bank restoration or recreation? If not, do you know where to find guidance?

14. Do you know about the management cycle? Can you read a hedgerow to find out what its management requirements are?  Can you tell what stage it is in the management cycle, and give the options for management, relating these to management objectives? Can you tell whether a hedgerow needs laying or coppicing?  When should a hedgerow be laid, and when should it be coppiced?  When should it be fenced?  When should it be left alone?  
15. Can you explain the pros and cons of cutting hedgerows?  What the benefits and disbenefits for wildlife, for the structure and longevity of the hedge, and for human safety are?  Can you explain why cutting every year can be damaging?  Do you know which species respond well to regular cutting, and which do not?
16. Do you know what different machinery is available for cutting and shaping hedgerows?  
17. Do you what times of year it is best to, or you can’t, cut, lay, coppice or cut hedgerows, and why?

18. What are the best ways to recruit hedgerow trees?  What species are most appropriate?  What do you need to consider carefully before encouraging new trees to grow?  
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