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BAP species and hedgerows
ÅBiodiversity Action Plan species linked to hedgerows 

(Wolton 2009)

Å125 priority UKBAP species linked to hedgerows

ïLoss or decline of hedgerows impact on population

ï88 (70%) widespread species across 8 taxa

ïEngland 125; Wales 102;Scotland 80; N.Ireland 59

ÅOther species of conservation concern also linked to 
hedgerows E.g. Small eggar moth, stoat



Hedgerow tree

Shrubby component

Hedge Base

Hedge Margin

Anatomy of a 
hedgerow

Species associated with 
different parts of the 
hedgerow

All parts present in a 
hedgerow in good 
condition

Good management is key



Hedgerow 
Trees

Features

mature and veteran trees

decline

BAP species

Plymouth pear Pyrus cordata

hoverfly Callicera spinolae

yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

Uses

substrate-mosses and lichens

rot holes

feeding habitat

lekking grounds 

singing and display

nesting holes



Shrubby Component

Uses

foraging habitat

nesting site

shelter/Predation 

avoidance

dispersal/commuting 

corridor

BAP species

brown hairstreak Thecla betulae

linnet Carduelis cannabina

cirl bunting Emberiza cirlus

pale shining brown moth Polia 

bombycina

dormice Muscardinus avellanarius

pipistrelles Pipistrellus spp

greater horseshoe bat Rhinolophus 

ferrumequinum

Features

Diversity of native 

species

Structural integrity

Good management



Features

herb layer-open or dense?

dead wood

leaf litter

coppice base

bank

Uses

foraging

predator avoidance

breeding

hibernation/ over-wintering

BAP species

great crested newt Triturus cristatus

reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

hazel dormouse Muscardinus 

avellanarius

hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus

sandy stilt puffball Battarrea 

phalloides
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