Hedgeucation

This work-sheet aims to enthuse and educate children, about the unique
hedgerows that make Devon so special. Hedgeucation addresses many topics
within the national curriculum and provides a useful teaching tool both in the
countryside and classroom. Through the fun games and activities found
throughout these pages, you can explore the hedgerow world and discover for
yourself why Devon can be so proud of its hedges.

!

Devon’s Special Hedge

The Devon Hedgerow is unlike any other hedge in Britain, because it is planted on an earth bank
often faced with stone or turf, which usually has bushy shrubs growing along the top. A Devon
hedge will often have a hedgerow tree — a song post for a tuneful thrush, a ditch — teeming with
aquatic life such as newts; and a field margin — an area of natural weeds and grasses not sprayed
with agricultural chemicals, full of wildflowers and colourful insects.

In fact over 600 plant species, 1500 insects, 65 birds and 20 mammal species have been recorded at
some time living or feeding in hedgerows!

Can you match the animals, plants, birds and insects above to the part of the hedge where they
would like to live? Why would they like to live there? (answers on back page) Now colour them in.






National Curriculum Hedgerow Activities

Science

The Life Cycle of the Brown Hairstreak
Butterfly

Of all the minibeasts that visit the hedgerow, butterflies
are the most colourful. Butterflies are not only pretty,
but have an amazing life cycle too! The Brown
Hairstreak is a very rare butterfly, but can, if you are
lucky, be spotted flitting around hedgerows in Devon.

We can divide its lifecycle into four main stages:

Stage 1  The butterfly lays a single egg on the new
shoots of blackthorn.

Stage 2 The egg develops into a caterpillar, which
feeds on blackthorn leaves.

Stage 3 When the caterpillar grows to nearly 2cm
long, it changes into a chrysalis or pupa.

Stage 4  After just over four weeks, the adult
butterfly emerges from the chrysalis, and
feeds on honeydew produced by aphids and
sap oozing from ash trees.

Questions

1. Why is hedge trimming every year damaging to the life
cycle of the brown hairstreak butterfly?

2. Name another insect with a similar life cycle, draw a
diagram to illustrate the various stages of its life cycle.

English Language

Who's who in a hedge?

The aim of this game is to guess what you are by asking
your friends or fellow classmates a series of yes or no
questions. You will need enough blank stickers for your
group and a pen. On each sticker write an animal, bird
or insect that you would associate with a Devon
hedgerow e.g. wood mouse, snalil, fern etc.

Now stick one sticker on the back of each player so that
they are unable to read it, and everyone else can. Now
discover what hedgerow character you are, by asking
your friends only yes or no questions. For example:

Have | got fur? Do |l fly? Do | eat snails?

When you know what you are, explain to your teacher /
adult, why you think you are that animal, insect etc.

Hedge Poems

First make a list of all the descriptive words you can
think of for hedgerows e.g. green, prickly, shady, bushy
etc. When you have a list, write a poem using some or
all of these words that describes a hedge you know.

Geography

Hedge Condition

Examine a set of Devon Hedges and look for and record
those that:-

Have been laid within the last few years
Have been kept trimmed to shape

Are overgrown and have had no management within
the last few years

Have hedgerow trees

New hedgerows which have been built and planted in
recent times

Have fallen derelict and developed gaps because of
lack of management.

What is the proportion of hedges in each condition?

Show your results in maps and tables.

Art

Hedgerow Poster

Design a poster which will help promote the importance
of hedgerows for wildlife, farming, landscape and
historical reasons.

Or, design a poster to encourage farmers to adopt good
hedge cutting practices or traditional methods of hedge
management i.e. steeping / laying.

History

How Old Are Your Hedgerows?

By following Hooper’s Rule you can, sometimes, roughly date the age of your hedgerow. Choose some hedgerows and
then count the number of woody shrub species in a 30 metre length. Hooper’s Rule states that one woody shrub
species represents 100 years! So if a section contained hawthorn, oak and hazel, the hedgerow would be about 300
years old. Remember, that this rule does not work on all hedges. Hedges on Exmoor and in the Blackdown Hills are
very ancient but mainly consist of just beech trees. Now date your hedgerow.

Woody shrubs present in 30m stretch | Approximate age of hedgerow Historical period

What'’s in a Name?

The word hedge comes from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘haeg’ or ‘haga’. This was once the word for our commonest
hedgerow tree the Hawthorn, which made up much of an Anglo-Saxon hedge. Settlements that were surrounded by
hedges were often called after them. Can you think of any place names with Haw, Haugh, Haigh or Hay in their title?
Have a look on a map and see if you can find any.

In the past many more people worked on the land, helping farmers to plant and care for hedges. Do you know anyone
with the surname Hawes or Hedges? Their ancestors may have been involved with hedges in the past.

Science

Hedgerow Harvest

Many birds, insects and mammals feast on the hedgerow harvest in autumn and winter. This vital food will help to keep
them alive during the cold winter. Eight hedgerow foods are shown below, can you identify each one from the list of
names?

Sloes Blackberries Old Man’s Beard Rosehips Haws Elderberries Acorns Hazelnuts

Write in the name of the creature who might like to eat the food and colour the hedgerow foods in.
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