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Development of UK Agri-Env Schemes

ESAõs 1987

CSS 1991

ES 2005

UELS 2010

ESAõs 1987

CPS 1997

RSS 2000

SRDP 2007

Cymen1992

Gofal 1999

Cynnal 2005

Glastir 2010

ESAõs 1988

CMS 2000

NI CMS 2008



Working together for the UKõs hedgerows

Agri-Env Uptake in England

Å Main tool for UK BAP delivery

Å 58,450 agreements

Å Covering 6.1million ha

Å 66% agricultural area

Å 2007-13 £2.9billion 

Å £414million per annum

ELS 48%

Classics 

10%

HLS 7%

Organics 

1%



Working together for the UKõs hedgerows

Hedgerows in AES 1987 - 2008

Hedgerow Maintenance

Å163,711km

Å29% of Englandõs stock (41%)

New Hedgerow Planting

Å2,255km

Å<1% of Englandõs stock 

Coppicing, Laying, Gapping

Å11,485km

Å2% of Englandõs stock (3%)
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Aims of ES Hedgerow Options

Å Move away from annual trimming

Å Move towards ôfavourableõ condition

Å Enhance the local landscape character

Å Provide improved nesting/shelter habitat

Å Enhanced protection to breeding birds

Å Improve connectivity

Å Protection of hedgerow bases

Å Encourage hedgerow tree recruitment
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ES Hedge Options ðthe basics

Min height 1.5-2m

2m no input zone

Cut 1 in 2, or 1 in 3 

No cut 1 March ï31 August

Rotational trimming
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Uptake and Progress

Å Uptake of hedgerow options in ES a real success

Å 65% of ELS agreements inc hedge options

Å 39% of HLS agreements inc hedge restoration

Å 19% of HLS agreements inc new hedge planting

Å 14% of HLS agreements inc hedge options

V Annual trimming

V Landscape character

V Improved nesting habitat

V Improved connectivity
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Issues & Threats

Å Lack of management and neglect = line of trees

Å Over management = gaps and eventually disappear

Å Only 41% of hedgerows in favourable condition

Å Loss of replacement hedgerow trees = ôfreefallõ population

Å Loss of flora beneath hedgerows

Å Damage by grazing animals


